The venerable and talented author of this little volume observes that, as is the last of his professional labours that will be submitte to le pu 1 , he cannot, at the age of 74, make a better preface than y an um prayer of grateful acknowledgement to the all-wise Creator, w 10 as P mitted him to continue the investigation of his most wonderfu w or s or long a period, and thus enabled him, in many instances, to a evia e Fatty tumours, he avers, are nothing more than deposits of fat in parts that have been slightly injured.
" Where the injury has been more severe, the materials of which the consequent tumours are composed differ according to the quantities and new combi- ' nations of the extravasated materials ; but although unlike one another, still, however, in general, in their texture, they bear a resemblance to the healthy parts by which they are surrounded. It is not only necessary for the surgeon to know the nature of the structure of the tumour, but in many cases it is important to examine with accuracy the parts surrounding it, and the mode in which it is connected with them.
There is a particular species of tumour, met with in the neck, and probably in other situations, which is contained in a cyst, and only loosely connected with it by small blood-vessels from its surface and cellular membrane. It is of a yellowish-white colour, and somewhat resembles a kidney. It 11. A lady, thirty-two years of age, the mother of several children, discovered by accident a tumour in the breast. As the tumour was movable, means were taken to disperse it; but these proving ineffectual, I was consulted, and advised its removal, which was acceded to. At the time of the operation the tumour moved freely in one direction, but was more confined in that of the fibres to which it was found to be attached, and part of that muscle removed along with it. The wound healed in three weeks. In six months after the operation, a fulness was felt in the pectoral muscle, attended with pain ; in a twelvemonth a tumour had formed, and the skin was put on the stretch. The pain had become intolerable ; the tumour daily increased ; and, upon her being seized with vomiting, the lower part became discoloured from the rupture of the smaller vessels. A fortnight afterwards the skin broke, and a fungous excrescence appeared, covered with blood, from the vessels in the surface giving way. In about three weeks she died.
From this case we learn the difference which the disease of cancer puts on in a glandular structure and in a muscular one : it also explains to me the nature of the true haematoides, which is the effect of cancer when a muscle is the seat of the complaint." 49. Mr. Cline and myself warmly expressed ourselves in favour of the sarsa in powder ; and our suggestions were adopted. In the course of four days the ulceration had been restrained by its use; and in less than a week the patient was allowed to be out of danger. From that time I never employed the sarsaparilla that had been exposed to heat, either by the fire, or the sun's rays in the window of an apothecary's shop.
In a case of ulceration of the palate and uvula, for which the patient had taken nineteen quarts of strong decoction of sarsaparilla, under the direction of one of the most repectable surgeons in Edinburgh, who made up. in his own house, the medicines he employed,?and therefore there could be no doubt of their being of the best kind, and prepared with every proper care,?the ulceration was still going on, and he came to London with the twentieth quart bottle in the carriage.
Upon taking two drachms of the powdered root, freshly ground, three times a day, he recovered entirely in less than fourteen days." 97.
We now take leave of Sir Everard Home, and regret to learn from his own mouth, that it is a final adieu ! There is something in that word which renders parting from an enemy somewhat painful?and still more when we are shaking hands for the last time with one whom we respect or venerate! Such separations, however, are the daily lot of mortality in this sublunary scene?and the nearer man approaches the awful goal, the more numerous they become!
